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Dear Neighbor, 
 
This week the Special Committee on Urban Issues that I chair 
heard House Bills 1900, 2515 and 1591 referred to as the Missouri 
CROWN Act.  This legislation creates a protective hairstyle class 
and prohibits any person from being subject to discrimination 
based on wearing a protective hairstyle in any program or activity 
conducted by an educational institution.  The committee will vote 
on these bills Monday, February 12.   

Also during the committee hearing we heard legislation pertaining to 

the St. Louis City sheriff's office.  House Bill 1784 would make it a 

requirement that St. Louis City sheriffs have a valid peace officer 

license.  Currently, St. Louis City is the only jurisdiction that does 

not require their sheriff to hold a valid peace officer license.  The bill 

also requires that the annual salary for the sheriffs' deputies in St. 

Louis City be at least $50,000.  



 

Below are a list of my committee assignments and my legislative 

assistant's email if you have any questions or would like to be added 

to my email list: 

  

Special Committee on Urban Issues, Chairman 

Special Committee on Education Reform, Ranking Minority 

Member 

Special Committee on Public Policy, Ranking Minority Member 

Special Committee on Property Tax Reform 

Special Committee on Election Contests 

Joint Committee on Legislative Research 

Joint Committee on Legislative Research - Revision Subcommittee 

Crime Prevention and Public Safety 

Consent and House Procedure 

Subcommittee on Appropriations - General Administration  

 

 

My legislative assistant, Mariah Gilmore 

 

Mariah.Gilmore@house.mo.gov 

mailto:Mariah.Gilmore@house.mo.gov


 

In recognition of Black History Month I was recognized for a point 
of personal privilege when I honored the life of Bruce R. Watkins 
who was an influential African-American community leader in 
KCMO.  



 

This past week the Special Committee on Urban Issues that I 
chair heard House Bills 1900, 2515 and 1591 called the Missouri 
CROWN Act.  This legislation is sponsored by Representatives 
Raychel Proudie (St. Louis County), Ashley Bland Manlove 
(Kansas City) and LaKeySha Bosley (St. Louis City).  It creates a 
protective hairstyle class and prohibits any person from being 
subject to discrimination on the basis of wearing a 
protective hairstyle in any program or activity conducted by an 
educational institution.  
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POLICE RIGHTS LAW CHALLENGE PROCEDING 

  

The Missouri Supreme Court on Jan. 30 ruled St. Louis City’s legal claim 

that a 2021 state law creating a “law enforcement officers’ bill of rights” 

imposes an unconstitutional unfunded state mandate on local governments 

can proceed. 

  

However, the court rejected the city’s various other constitutional 



challenges to the law which imposes restrictions on investigations of 

alleged police misconduct and grants legal protections to officers accused 

of wrongdoing. 

  

Missouri was one of several states that moved to further shield police from 

facing consequences for questionable or unlawful actions as part of a 

backlash to nationwide protests calling for law enforcement reform after 

the 2020 killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police. Missouri’s 

protections for officers were enacted as part of Senate Bill 26. 

  

St. Louis City challenged SB 26 on a variety of fronts, including that it 

interferes with the city’s authority as a charter city to determine 

personnel matters and that its passage violated constitutional 

procedures for the passage of bills. The Supreme Court unanimously 

ruled against all of the city’s points except the claim that the new 

police protections impose an unfunded state mandate on the city in 

violation of a provision of the state constitution’s Hancock 

Amendment. 

  

However, the court did not rule that SB 26 actually imposes an unfunded 

mandate. Instead the judges said the city sufficiently pleaded its Hancock 

claim and that the trial judge incorrectly ruled against the city on that point 

at that stage of the litigation. The high court remanded the case to the trial 

court for additional proceedings on the unfunded mandate claim. 

  

Once the trial judge makes a determination on whether SB 26 imposes 

an unfunded mandate, another appeal to the Supreme Court is 

expected. 

  

The case is City of St. Louis v. State of Missouri. 

  

  

HOUSE NARROWLY PASSES OPEN ENROLLMENT 



  

The House of Representatives on Jan. 31 voted 86-73 in favor of 

legislation that would allow Missouri students to attend school in any 

public school district willing to take them, without regard to where a 

student lives. The bill, which passed with just four more “yes” votes than 

the 82-vote majority required to pass a bill, now advances to the Senate. 

  

Missouri students typically must attend the public school district in which 

they reside. House Bill 1989 would authorize “open enrollment” that 

would allow K-12 students to transfer to other districts willing to accept 

them. 

  

As currently written, it would be up to each of Missouri’s 518 school 

districts to decide whether to accept students from other districts and 

wouldn’t force districts to take more outside students than they have 

capacity for. Districts would have no authority to stop their students 

from leaving for other districts. 

  

Open enrollment supporters say it would give students and their 

families more educational options within the public school system. 

Opponents are concerned it would force local school districts - 

particularly smaller and less affluent ones – to drastically reduce their 

operating expenses by cutting teacher salaries. increasing class sizes 

or closing schools or to consolidate with other districts if substantial 

numbers of their students leave for districts with greater resources 

since most state aid to school districts is based on their student 

population. 

  

Most Republicans, but only one Democrat, voted for HB 1989, while 26 

Republicans broke with their party to join almost all Democrats in 

opposing it. 

  

  

HURDLES TO AMENDING CONSTITUTION ADVANCE 



  

The Senate Local Government and Elections Committee on Jan. 30 

approved legislation seeking to eliminate the doctrine of “one-person, one-

vote” when ratifying amendments to the Missouri Constitution and 

essentially create a minority veto of many proposals that receive majority 

support statewide. 

  

The full Senate is expected to debate the measure in the coming days. 

  

Since the adoption of the first Missouri Constitution in 1820, ratification 

of constitutional amendments has always required just a simple majority 

of votes cast statewide. 

  

Senate Joint Resolution 74 would require future constitutional 

amendments to win both a statewide voter majority and also 

majorities in at least 82 of Missouri’s 163 state House districts. This 

could create situations in which an amendment passes statewide by a 

wide margin on the strength of urban and suburban voters but 

nonetheless fails due to strong rural opposition. 

  

SJR 74’s concurrent majority requirement would apply to both 

amendments placed on the ballot by the legislature and those proposed by 

initiative petition. 

  

Some Republican lawmakers for years have sought to make amending the 

Missouri Constitution harder after voters passed several high-profile ballot 

initiatives on issues the GOP majority had blocked in the legislature, 

including Medicaid expansion, bolstering legislative ethics requirements 

and authorizing both medical and recreational marijuana use. The issue 

has taken on added urgency this year with an initiative petition currently 

being circulated to put a constitutional amendment on the November ballot 

to restore abortion rights in the state. 

  

If both legislative chambers approve it, SJR 74 automatically would go 



before Missouri voters in November. However, the governor is widely 

expected to exercise his authority to move the election to August. 

Ratification would require approval from just a simple majority of voters 

statewide. 

  

Although new constitutional amendments take effect 30 days after 

ratification, whether an amendment approved in August would apply 

to the abortion measure and any other proposed amendments on the 

November ballot likely would be subject to litigation. 

  

Since initiative petitions must be turned in months before the August vote, 

critics of SJR 74 have claimed adding a new requirement for voter 

ratification at that late point would amount to changing the rules in the 

middle of the game, and it is questionable whether the Missouri Supreme 

Court would approve. 

  

  

FORMER SENATOR JEAN CARNAHAN DIES 

  

Former U.S. Sen. Jean Carnahan, the first woman to represent Missouri in 

the U.S. Senate, died Jan. 30 at a St. Louis-area hospice center, her family 

announced. She was 90 years old. 

  

Carnahan was married to former Missouri Gov. Mel Carnahan and served 

as Missouri’s first lady from 1993 to 2000. She and her future husband 

met while attending the same high school in her hometown of 

Washington, D.C. Mel Carnahan temporarily lived in the nation’s capital 

while his father, A.S.J. Carnahan, represented Missouri in Congress. The 

couple married in 1954 and moved to Rolla, Mo. 

  

Gov. Carnahan, along with their eldest son Randy Carnahan and 

close aide Chris Sifford, died on Oct. 16, 2000, in a plane crash while 

campaigning to unseat incumbent U.S. Sen. John Ashcroft. 

  



After Mel Carnahan still won the election three weeks later, Jean 

Carnahan was appointed to fill the vacant seat. She served nearly two 

years in the Senate, but narrowly lost a November 2002 special 

election to fill out the remaining four years on the term. 

  

Carnahan was born Jean Anne Carpenter on Dec. 20, 1933. She is 

survived by three children –Tom Carnahan, former Missouri Secretary of 

State Robin Carnahan and former U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan – and five 

grandchildren. A public memorial service is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Feb. 

10 at the Sheldon Concert Hall at 3648 Washington Blvd. in St. Louis. 

  

  

CHARTER SCHOOL EXPANSION ADVANCES 

  

The House Special Committee on Education Reform on Jan. 29 approved 

legislation that would allow charter schools to expand to St. Louis and St. 

Charles Counties, as well as in the Columbia School District. The panel 

advanced the bill to the full House of Representatives on a vote of 7-2 

with one committee member voting “present”. 

  

Charter schools are independent public schools that are exempt from 

many of the state regulations traditional public school districts must 

follow. Under existing law, they are only authorized to operate within 

the Kansas City and St. Louis City school districts. 

  

Although touted as a better alternative to struggling local schools, charter 

schools have produced mixed results in Missouri, with some achieving 

much academic success but others performing no better or in some cases 

even worse than their home districts. 

  

Although advocates have long pushed to expand charter schools 

statewide, there has been little political will among rural lawmakers to 

do so. 



House Bill 1749 would take a more incremental approach by 
authorizing charter schools in two more high-population counties in 
the St. Louis area - plus authorizing them in outstate Missouri for the 
first time, but on a limited basis - by including the Columbia School 
District. 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

South KC Food Pantries 

 

South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help less-fortunate 

residents have enough healthy food to eat.  These include: 

 

Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the north end of the 

Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday.  Persons should call 816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for 
appointments or questions. 

mailto:info@cackc.org


 

Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of 

Kansas City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month.  Persons must call 
816-908-7800 for appointments by the prior Wednesday. 

 

Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile 

food pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and 

other healthy food to families in need.  The sites are: 

 

Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is 

left on the first Saturday of the month.  Persons should drive through the bus parking lot 
to the district warehouse.  The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in 

partnership with the Center School District.  

 

Center District Warehouse,  8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the 

second Friday of each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center 

Administrative Office and drive through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where 

volunteers will load the food. Persons should take the Troost Ave exit. The event is 

sponsored by the Center Education Foundation in partnership with the Center School 
District. 

 

Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the 

month.  Persons may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them. 

 

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 

8:30 a.m. and contactless food distribution running from 9  to 11 a.m. the third 
Wednesday of the month.  

 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 4 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the 

month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff 

and students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.   

 

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 

a.m. and food distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of 
the month.  Families are asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the 

food in. 

 

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the 

fourth Friday of the month in the church parking lot. 
 
Serve and Lift Center – South KC, 8001 Longview Rd., from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 



p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Walk-in, call for an appointment or 

order online at https://catholiccharities-kcsj.org/pantry/ 

 

 

 

 

  

State Representative Mark A. 

Sharp 

Missouri House of Representatives 

Room 102-BA 

201 W Capitol Ave 

Jefferson City, Mo 65101 

Phone  

573-751-0238 

Email 

mark.sharp@house.mo.gov 

Please don't hesitate to contact me 

with any feedback, questions or ideas! 

 

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=1dfa24a37b&e=a249ae3ec5
mailto:mark.sharp@house.mo.gov
https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=b22e430af9&e=a249ae3ec5

