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Senator Barbara Anne Washington’s Legislative Column for Feb.10", 2025
Standing up for Our Community

After weeks of traditional ceremonies, committee assignments and other Senate procedures,
legislators finally had a full week of public hearings and were able to start the process of vetting
legislation. While many of the bills we hear will benefit Missourians, occasionally proposals are
introduced that could have horrendous consequences, especially for communities of color.

The Senate Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety Committee | serve on heard two such
bills on Jan. 27. Senate Bills 58 and 72 modify provisions relating to illegal immigrants. Both of the
bill’s sponsors stated the purpose of their proposals was to help law enforcement and make our
communities safer by cracking down on those who are in the country without proper
documentation.

Even though | repeatedly asked, no Missouri-specific statistics or other credible data to show the
scope of the problem or need for this legislation was ever offered. The sheer number of passionate
advocates and experts who testified against these bills speaks volumes about the legislation’s
negative impact. | believe this legislation, if passed, will wreak more havoc on minority
communities and increase racial profiling, not reduce crime or improve our state. | am immensely
proud to represent one of the most diverse districts in the nation, and | will always stand against
extremism and prejudice.

OnJan. 28, | presented my C.R.O.W.N. Act to members of the
Senate Progress and Development Committee, pictured on
the left. I've sponsored similar legislation since 2020 and am
optimistic the act will be signed into law this session since
it’s off to such an early start. Eliminating hair-based
discrimination in our K-12 schools will give children of African
descent the confidence, respect and God-given right they
deserve to look the way they were born, without the fear of
discrimination, belittling or bullying.



https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=355
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=523
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=250

State of the State Address

On Jan. 28, the new governor delivered the annual State of the State Address to a joint assembly in
the chamber of the Missouri House of Representatives. Public safety will be the overarching priority
of his administration, alongside workforce development, agriculture and education. | was glad to
hear him announce, “We can only secure Missouri’s future if we work together.” After years of
infighting and dysfunction in the Missouri Senate, | say, bring it on!

Wrongful Conviction Compensation Package Moves Forward

On Jan. 29, the Senate Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence Committee voted to pass
Senate Bill 36. This legislation permits claims for damages for wrongful convictions and restitution
for those who served time but were later exonerated and proven innocent through non-DNA
evidence. People like Keven Strickland, who was released from prison in 2021 after serving a 42-
year sentence as an innocent man, would be one of the many beneficiaries of this bill.
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Senator Washington visits with Kevin Strickland at the Capitol.
MU Life Sciences Quest Accepting Applications

Attention High School-Aged Students! The University of Missouri-Columbia is now accepting
applications for its Life Sciences Quest program, a free, week-long summer academy for students


https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=99

interested in agriculture and its impact in our daily lives. Visit MU Life Sciences Quest for more
information or to apply.

News for the 9"

20/20 Leadership Members at the Capitol

This week, | had the fantastic opportunity to welcome and address members of Kansas City’s 20/20
Leadership. Since 1993, this program has helped thousands of Kansas City youth succeed, both in
and outside of the classroom.

1890 National Scholars Program Accepting Applications through March 1

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting applications for the USDA 1890
Scholars Program, which aims to encourage students at 1890 land-grant universities to pursue
career paths in food, agriculture, natural resource sciences or related academic disciplines. The
application deadline is March 1, 2025. The program is available to eligible high school seniors
entering their freshman year of college as well as rising college sophomores and juniors.

Women Legislators of Missouri Scholarship Program Now Accepting Applications

Please share this flyer with the college-bound young women in your life.


https://cafnr.missouri.edu/life-sciences-quest/
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/01/07/usda-now-accepting-applications-1890-national-scholars-program
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/01/07/usda-now-accepting-applications-1890-national-scholars-program

SGHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The Women Legislators of
Missouri Caucus is excited to be
offering 16, $1,000 college
scholarships to young women
continuing their education
across the state of Missouri.

Scholarship Details

e $1,000 scholarship

e April ceremony at

Missouri State Capitol

Requirements

* Female, Missouri Resident

e 2025 graduating senior

* 500-word essay

* A short, personal bio

OPENS DEADLINE
JANUARY 15,2025 § MARCH 12, 2025

http://bit.ly/molegwomen

Contact
. - I G
e Rep. Sherri Gallick nterested students can apply at

573-751-1344




We Need You!

Ombudsman volunteers are needed
statewide, to help facility residents speak
up for their rights. The Missouri State
Ombudsman program will teach you
how to advocate for residents.

Ombudsman Volunteer Qualifications:
I1s 18 years of age or older.

Has good listening and
communication skills,

Is objective, sensitive, diplomatic and
reliable.

Completed free training and
certification.

Has transportation.
Pass a background check.

Must not have a family member in
the assigned facility.

Benefits to Volunteering

Connects you with others in your
community.

Increases social and relationship skills

Brings fulfillment to your life.
Keeps you active which benefits your
mind and body

Makes you feel healthier and happier

View a video from Missouri's
Ombudsmen about why
they volunteer by visiting

health.mo.gov/ombudsman

NZ

Missouri Long-Term Care
—

;/Ombudsman
/

ADVOCATE. EDUCATE, EMPOWER.

Missouri Department of Health and Sentor Services
Missouri Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
PO Box 570
Jefferson City, MO 65102
1-800-309-3282
health,mo.gov/ombudsman
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BECOME A CHILD PASSENGER
SAFETY TECHNICIAN!

kHILDREN'S MERCY’S CENTER FOR CHILDHOOD SAFETY
HAS A GRANT* FROM THE MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TO SPONSOR REGISTRATIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS TO BECOME CERTIFIED IN CHILD
PASSENGER SAFETY.

INTERESTED? EMAIL BETH AT
BEMARKLEY@CMH.EDU

*MODOT GRANT CYCLE EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 2625

Senator Washington’s Sponsored Legislation for 2025

Bill Number Description Status
Senate Bill 37 Authorizes a sales tax exemption for feminine Referred to Economic
hygiene products. and Workforce

Development

Senate Bill 38 The Missouri CROWN Act prohibits hair-based Hearing conducted
discrimination in publicly-funded educational 1/28.
institutions.

Senate Bill 39 Expands and diversifies the Pregnancy- Referred to Government

Associated Mortality Review Board. Efficiency



https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=249
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=250
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=251

Senate Bill 127

Creates the offense of unlawful possession of a
handgun for a minor.

Referred to
Transportation,
Infrastructure and
Public Safety

Senate Bill 128

Modifies provisions relating to the Department of
Higher Education and Workforce Development

Referred to Economic
and Workforce
Development

Senate Bill 129

Authorizes a tax credit for qualified providers of
employment, employment services or housing for
homeless persons.

Referred to Economic
and Workforce
Development

Senate Bill 205

Authorizes a tax credit for providing housing
assistance to victims of domestic violence.

Hearing scheduled 2/11
Progress and
Development
Committee

Senate Bill 206

Modifies provisions relating to emergency
medical services

Referred to Emerging
Issues

Senate Bill 207

Creates the offense of community endangerment
due to unsafe storage of a firearm.

Referred to
Transportation,
Infrastructure and

Public Safety

Senate Bill 258 Establishes the Cronkite New Voices Act to First read
protect the freedom of press in school-sponsored
media.

Senate Bill 259 Modifies provisions relating to offenses against First read
employees of election authorities.

Senate Bill 260 Enacts provisions relating to health insurance First read
coverage of maternity services to include
midwifery.

Senate Bill 303 Designates every Feb. 20 as John Donaldson Day | Firstread
to honor Missouri native and Negro Leagues
Baseball star pitcher.

Senate Bill 304 Establishes May 8 each year as Amyloidosis First read
Awareness Day in Missouri.

Senate Bill 305 Modifies provisions relating to the offense of filing | First read

false documents.



https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=252
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=252
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=254
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=255
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=256
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=257
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=258
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=259
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=260
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=261
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=262
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=263

Senate Bill 342

Requires public and charter schools to provide
free feminine hygiene products to female
students in grades 4-12.

First read

Senate Bill 343

Creates provisions relating to lactating public and
charter school students.

First read

Senate Bill 344

Requires schools that receive state funds to give
excused absences for attending scheduled
elections with their parents.

First read

Senate Bill 375

Requires school districts and charter schools to
offer students who are 17 and Y2 years the
opportunity to register to vote.

First read

Senate Bill 376

Creates a health advocate program at the
Department of Health and Senior Services for
eligible pregnant patients.

First read

Senate Bill 377

Modifies provisions relating to restitution for
individuals who are actually innocent and
exonerated based on evidence other than DNA.

First read

Senate Bill 403

Modifies provisions relating to use of marijuana by
family court participants.

First read

Senate Bill 404

Authorizes a tax credit for first time home buyers
to purchase eligible blighted property.

First read

Senate Bill 405

Provides that no person, corporation, or other
entity in Missouri shall manufacture, import,
possess, purchase, sell or transfer any assault
weapon or large capacity magazine.

First read

Senate Bill 422

Designates Officer James Muhlbauer K-9 Officer
Champ Memorial Bridge in Jackson County.

First read

Senate Bill 423

Modifies provisions relating to closed criminal
records.

First read

Senate Bill 424

Creates that eligible offenses be automatically
expunged without petition.

First read

Senate Bill 432

Modifies provisions relating to earned discharge
from probation.

First read

Senate Bill 433

Designates every Nov. 9 as Links, Incorporated
Day in Missouri

First read



https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=264
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=265
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=266
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=267
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=268
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=269
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=270
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=271
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=272
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=273
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=274
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=275
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=276
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=277

Senate Bill 434 Creates a DWI diversion program. First read

Senate Bill 438 Creates provisions relating to parole eligibility First read
after serving 30 years or more of a sentence.

Senate Bill 439 Reduces the term of probation for a misdemeanor | First read
violation from 2 years to 18 months and removes
the drug and alcohol screening for certain
offenses.

Senate Bill 440 Modifies provisions relating to legal First read
representation for certain court proceedings
involving children.

Senate Bill 444 Prohibits removing registered voters from the First read
Missouri Voter Registration System unless the
voter has not voted in the previous five calendar
years or met other criteria.

Senate Bill 445 Includes CLASS EA - esthetics and manicuring as | Firstread
a new classification for licensure for
cosmetologists.

Senate Bill 446 Creates new provisions relating to state contracts | Firstread
for minority and women’s business enterprises.

Senate Bill 450 Prohibits carrying concealed firearms in public First read
libraries.

Senate Joint Places limits on increases in the assessment of First read

Resolution 12 certain properties, pending voter approval.

Senate Joint Eliminates the statute of limitations for civil First read

Resolution 13 actions based on certain sexual offenses.

It is an honor representing the great people of Jackson County’s 9th Senatorial District. If you need
assistance navigating state government or understanding the legislative process, please contact
me by calling 573-751-3158 or emailing Barbara.\Washington@senate.mo.gov. My team is here for
you!


https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=278
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=279
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=280
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=281
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=282
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=283
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=284
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=285
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=286
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=286
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=287
https://www.senate.mo.gov/25info/bts_web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=287
mailto:Barbara.Washington@senate.mo.gov

